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now. When reflection has once mixed itself with our
pursuits, it renders them very insipid. Charming, thought-
less folly can alone give any substance to our visions! The
moment we perceive they are visions, it is in vain to shut
our eyes and pretend to dream.

Saturday, 6th.

I was interrupted on Thursday by a visit from London,
and now my letter cannot set out till Tuesday; but it gives
me time to acknowledge one I received from you this morning
of September 22nd.

Notwithstanding the testimonies you give, and which
1 well recollect, of the juvenile huntings of the great Prince
of Tuscany3, and the slaughter he used to make of game in
tapestry, it is, nevertheless, certain that the paper published
here was a mistake, and ascribed to him what related to his
predecessor. It was King Ferdinand that was so watch-
mad, and who kept a correspondence by constant couriers
with Elliker4, the famous watchmaker* It was Ferdinand,
too, who, on going out of the drawing-room, always made
an effort, or at least motion with his leg, that indicated
a temptation to mount a horse in tapestry that hung near
the door. It may, indeed, be a disorder in the family, and
it may run in the blood to have an itch after tapestry
animals. I am sure I wish I had a rage for riding and
shooting my furniture, by a genealogic disorder, instead of
the gout, which, though we can scarce discover any gouty
stains in my pedigree, I must conclude derived thence, as
my temperance and sobriety would have set up an ancient
philosopher. I begin to creep about my room, and can tell
you, for your comfort, that by the cool, uncertain manner in
which you speak of your fits, I am sure you never have had
the gout. I have known several persons talk of it, that

8 Don Carlos, afterwards King of Naples, and then of Spain.   Walpole.
4 Probably John Ellioott; d. 1772.     the capital he was overtaken by^a
